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district will benefit from this agree-
ment. In fact, a significant portion of 
them either currently export or want 
to export to those countries. But cur-
rently, there are heavy tariffs placed 
on their products when they arrive in 
Central America, making those prod-
ucts more expensive to the purchasers 
there. This agreement will remove 
those tariffs and make American prod-
ucts more available to those who wish 
to purchase them in Central America. 

Now, my question is, how can that be 
bad for American business? It is not. It 
is good for American business, and any-
body who is thinking about growth in 
our economy should support the 
CAFTA agreement. 

f 

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, there can be 
no worse public act than a government 
that refuses to acknowledge the hu-
manity of its citizens. 

Throughout history, the United 
States has struggled to rise above the 
divisions among its people and, in-
stead, fuse its people into a single, uni-
fied citizenry. 

Whether it was the struggle over 
civil rights for persons of color, the 
fight for women’s rights or, most re-
cently, the battle for access by persons 
with disabilities, the United States has 
risen above our differences and em-
braced them as worthy of a society 
that sees itself as open, free, and inclu-
sive. 

The fight by persons with disabilities 
for nondiscrimination in matters of 
employment, transportation and build-
ing access, and accommodation, was 
landmark. 

Through the enactment of the ADA, 
our country removed the cloak of se-
crecy wrapped around our disabled citi-
zens and announced to the world that 
persons with disabilities were valued 
members of our society. 

So, today, as we celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the Americans With 
Disabilities Act, I rise to honor ever 
person, disabled or not, who worked so 
hard to see this law enacted. These per-
sons and their effort are a testament to 
the spirit of fairness, the spirit of per-
severance, and the spirit of hope that 
inspires us all. 

There can be no worse public act than a 
government that refuses to acknowledge the 
humanity of its citizens. 

Throughout its history, the United States 
has struggled to rise above the divisions 
among its people and instead fuse its people 
into a single, unified citizenry. 

Whether it was the struggle over civil rights 
for persons of color, the fight for women’s 
rights, or most recently, the battle for access 
by persons with disabilities, the United States 
has risen above our differences and embraced 
them as worthy of a society that sees itself as 
open, free, and inclusive. 

The fight by persons with disabilities for 
non-discrimination in matters of employment, 
transportation and building access and accom-
modation was landmark. 

Through the enactment of the ADA our 
country proclaimed that 43 million Americans 
were real people, deserving of amenities ev-
eryone else took for granted. 

Through the enactment of the ADA our 
country removed the cloak of secrecy wrapped 
around our disabled citizens and announced 
to the world that persons with disabilities were 
valued members of our society. 

The successes of ADA continue to astonish 
us, even 15 years later: the disabled child who 
now can play Little League ball; disabled vet-
erans who can now use special equipment to 
play golf at military golf courses; disabled pa-
trons who can now go to movie theaters, res-
taurants, and museums who before found the 
trip daunting, or were blocked entirely. Now 
we have buses that kneel for our disabled rid-
ers, earphones for opera lovers who just don’t 
hear well enough, and talking elevators that 
tell blind passengers their floor stop. 

All of this may have been mandated by the 
ADA but just as consequential is that it was 
American ingenuity that developed it. We fig-
ured it out. We set a goal to integrate persons 
with disabilities into mainstream America, and 
by gosh, we did. 

Unfortunately, even with the ADA in place, 
the road to full accommodation has been pit-
ted with potholes and rough spots. As it was 
with civil rights, or women’s rights, the full rec-
ognition of disability rights falls short in many 
regards. As a Nation we need to recommit 
ourselves to these lofty laws; it is the right 
thing to do. There are still too many instances 
of persons with disabilities being excluded 
from public venue because they are different. 
That is just wrong and it is un-American. In 
the land of freedom, established so every man 
and woman could pursue their dreams, these 
incidents are blots against our national value 
of equality. 

So today while we celebrate the 15th anni-
versary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
I rise to honor every person—disabled and 
not—who worked so hard to see this law en-
acted. These persons and their effort are tes-
tament to the spirit of fairness, the spirit of 
perseverance and the spirit of hope that in-
spires us all. 

f 

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO THE 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA FAMILY 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, a day or two ago, I rose on the 
floor of the House to welcome the Boy 
Scouts of America to their jamboree 
that they hold every 4 years. 

As a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Sam Houston Area Boy 
Scouts in my hometown of Houston, 
Texas, Houston-Galveston Council, I 
rise today to offer my deepest sym-
pathy to the Boy Scouts of America 
family due to the loss of four scout 
leaders who died in an electrical acci-
dent in Virginia during the course of 
putting up some of the equipment for 
the young men who were about to par-

ticipate in the jamboree right after 
their noontime service. 

I know that the Boy Scouts are, in 
fact, a family. This is an enormous 
tragedy. Just as their scout oath re-
minds them of their commitment to 
their country and their God and the 
honor that they have, I know that they 
will draw together as a family and be 
united in their empathy and sympathy 
with the family members of their lost 
scout leaders. 

I wish for them the very best as they 
continue their jamboree, and my great-
est sympathy to those who lost their 
lives. As well, I know that the Boy 
Scouts will continue to serve in their 
communities around the Nation and 
continue to serve America, for they are 
young outstanding leaders that have 
come here to the United States Capital 
to begin to learn and recommit them-
selves to their values and to service. 

f 

b 2215 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PRICE of Georgia). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 4, 2005, 
and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

ON THE RETIREMENT OF GEORGE 
CRAWFORD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to pay tribute to really a great 
person, a great leader, a truly decent 
man, and a dear friend on his retire-
ment after nearly a quarter century of 
service to the House of Representa-
tives, Mr. George Crawford. 

George is a master of policy, politics 
and procedures of this institution, and 
he must be one of the kindest people 
working on Capitol Hill. George has 
been invaluable to my office as the 
chief of staff of the leader’s office and 
of this Congress. 

George began his distinguished ca-
reer on the staff of the then Senator 
Howell Heflin of Alabama. He soon 
moved to the staff of the great Claude 
Pepper of Florida, who was chair of the 
Rules Committee, but, Mr. Speaker, in 
those days we still called him Senator 
Pepper. 

And George worked with him and 
quickly revealed his remarkable tal-
ents. Again he went with Senator Pep-
per to the Rules Committee while Sen-
ator Pepper was chairman and worked 
his way up to staff director under the 
magnificent chairman, Joe Moakley of 
Massachusetts, who was a colleague to 
many of us who serve here today. 

Today, having traveled a long and 
impressive arc, he retires as the chief 
of staff of the Democratic leader’s of-
fice. I was privileged that George came 
to work for me nearly 4 years ago, 
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shortly before I was elected House 
Democratic whip. George helped to 
take our staff to the next level, shap-
ing and leading our office. 

George loves sports analogies, so let 
me say that first in the whip’s office 
and then in the leader’s office, George 
recruited the best talent, ran creative 
plays and always knew how to put 
points on the board. 

In the Democratic leader’s office, 
George has been an innovative leader. 
He established a structure for reaching 
out beyond the Beltway; he built the 
strongest, most innovative Internet op-
eration on the Hill; he has rolled up his 
sleeves with the policy staff; and he 
has helped shape our message to the 
American people. He is a gifted leader 
who gives staff guidance, but also room 
to grow. Young people in particular en-
joyed working with him. He is both fa-
ther figure and friend. 

Throughout his career, George has 
largely worked behind the scenes. He is 
interested in accomplishments, not 
credit. He is strictly a shirt-and-tie 
kind of man, except when he is caught 
escaping to the golf course. And George 
has a comprehensive understanding of 
the rules of the House, and a keen 
sense of the Members. He has tutored 
so many Members, including me, on 
the intricacies of parliamentary proce-
dure. He has earned the respect of 
Members and staff on both sides of the 
aisle. 

For someone who seems to know ev-
erything about the House of Represent-
atives, George is a remarkably well- 
rounded person. He has a wonderful 
family. He is a loyal Dodgers fan. He 
loves golf, and he is a maestro with or-
chids. He is a connoisseur of wines and 
an expert on vineyards. 

Before his career on Capitol Hill, 
George held an assortment of jobs that 
reflect his unique spirit, including 
working as a baker, a short-order cook 
and a railroad brakeman. 

Above all, though, George was and is 
a Californian at heart. That is why this 
goodbye is bittersweet for me; bitter 
because I will miss his unparalleled 
knowledge as well as his warmth and 
good humor, sweet because I know he 
will relish his return to the great Gold-
en State of California. As a Californian 
for more than 36 years, I completely 
understand and share his desire to live 
in this country’s most beautiful and 
most invigorating State. 

George and his family, his wife Mel 
and his two sons, will be moving to the 
area of Santa Barbara not far from 
where the movie Sideways, a love let-
ter to wine, was filmed, where he can 
enjoy the reds and the whites and get 
back to his golf game that I understand 
has suffered in recent years due to lack 
of attention. 

He will always spend well-deserved 
time with his family. Again, I want to 
take the opportunity to thank George’s 
wonderful wife Mel and his fine two 
sons, Curt and Casey, for sharing their 
father with us. It is hard to balance 
family life with work on Capitol Hill. 

We all appreciate the sacrifices that 
the Crawford family has made. 

I know that so many colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle join me in wish-
ing George luck in the next phase of 
his career, and many happy years with 
his beloved family in California. 

With deep gratitude, respect, and af-
fection, thank you, George, George 
Crawford, for your 24 years of service 
to the House of Representatives. 

f 

CAFTA IS NOT GOOD FOR THE 
UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am back on the floor to-
night to speak in opposition to CAFTA. 

First I want to talk about my State 
of North Carolina. Of course I was not 
here in the Congress when the Congress 
passed NAFTA about 1992, and it was in 
effect in 1993. But let me tell you brief-
ly what happened to North Carolina. 
First of all, we lost approximately 
200,000 jobs in about a 10- to 12-year pe-
riod of time. We also as a Nation lost 
about 2.5 million jobs. 

CAFTA is the ugly cousin of NAFTA. 
That is all you can say about it. 
NAFTA and CAFTA are cousins, and 
actually CAFTA is about 85 percent of 
what NAFTA is. So therefore, I hate to 
say it, but CAFTA is the ugly cousin. 

Let me also say that during that pe-
riod of time, that prior to NAFTA, we 
had a surplus with Mexico, and now we 
have a deficit with Mexico. So now let 
me also share with you, Mr. Speaker, 
that prior to NAFTA, and then since 
NAFTA, we have had a 350 percent in-
crease of illegal aliens coming to 
America since NAFTA became the law 
of the land. It did nothing to keep the 
Mexican workers down in Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight I want to take 
just a few minutes of my time, I know 
it is very limited, to tell you that last 
night on the floor of the House, I sub-
mitted completely for the RECORD, 
from the countries of Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, 
elected officials of those countries 
asked me last week at the interfaith 
conference of Protestants, Catholics, 
and a Jewish rabbi who are opposed to 
CAFTA to submit this, and I was glad 
to do it, so I submitted this for the 
RECORD in its entirety, but tonight for 
the last 2 or 3 minutes of my time, I 
want to read just certain points of 
what those people in the Central Amer-
ican countries are saying. 

We know what it is doing to Amer-
ican workers, which is not good for the 
American workers, but let me share 
this with you very quickly. First of all, 
these are some points they made in 
this letter. These are elected officials 
from these Central Americans coun-
tries that said no to CAFTA. 

First of all, let me read this: CAFTA 
will only lead to more social insta-
bility in the region as more medium 

and small farmers will lose their liveli-
hoods and become part of the poor pop-
ulation numbers. CAFTA will only lead 
to more migration to the United States 
as more people are unable to make a 
living working in the rural areas and 
the job perspectives in the cities do not 
improve. 

The 20 million people who are cur-
rently poor and those that will be fur-
ther displaced will turn to immigration 
to the United States as the only solu-
tion to their economic problems. 

Again, this is from the elected lead-
ers of these countries that have asked 
me to submit this, and they have writ-
ten every Member of Congress; not just 
me, but everyone else. 

Two or three other points very quick-
ly. These seven elected officials as leg-
islative representatives of the region, 
who represent a diverse perspective of 
political views, we respectfully ask you 
to vote no on CAFTA. In addition, they 
say that the opposition keeps growing 
all throughout the region, because this 
treaty threatens to weaken the already 
vulnerable democratic institutions 
that were created during the long con-
flicts of the 1980s. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, and then I 
will close, CAFTA is a bad trade deal 
because it puts the interests of inter-
national corporations ahead of the wel-
fare of the working poor and the poor 
in Central America. If CAFTA is ap-
proved, this social instability that 
CAFTA supporters like to use as a rea-
son for approving this agreement will 
come not from the outside forces, but 
from the pressures created by the mil-
lions of displaced workers who will fall 
further into poverty. 

Mr. Speaker, I must say tonight in 
closing that we in this Congress should 
do what is right for the American peo-
ple, and that is to defeat CAFTA and 
go back to the negotiating table and do 
what is right for the American workers 
and do what is right for the people in 
Central America, and then we will do 
what the Bible says, and that is to help 
each and every one that needs to be 
helped. 

God bless America. Thank you. 
f 

CAFTA IS BAD FOR AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, if one 
was to look at this chart, and the black 
bars represent the extraordinary 
growth in the United States trade def-
icit over the last 14 years, and you see 
you are digging yourself a hole for the 
American people, for the future of the 
American economy, of over $600 billion 
in 1 year. This year we are going to 
eclipse that. We are headed toward $2 
billion a day of foreign borrowing. 

Now, most people say, well, Alan 
Greenspan says that is great. They are 
willing to lend us money. Shows how 
strong our economy is. But what Alan 
Greenspan and the other pointy-headed 
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